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Mr Charles Bruzon’s latest knee-jerk reaction to the Government’s press release on 
the Medical A+ Housing Waiting List follows the now usual tactic and pattern 
employed by the GSLP Opposition: First, the GSLP criticise Government and use 
misleading, exaggerated and false points to try and substantiate their criticism; the 
Government then replies and corrects the GSLP’s statement by direct reference to 
the true facts; the GSLP then retaliate by shifting the focus away from their original 
statement and by adding a new twist that totally disregards the truth as detailed by 
Government. This childish approach is regrettably nothing new and does little for the 
Opposition’s credibility.  
 
Mr Bruzon and the GSLP simply cannot bring themselves to accept they are wrong 
and appear to be genetically programmed to have the last word on every issue and at 
whatever cost. Rather than maintain a dignified silence when their mistaken 
statements are exposed and corrected (an apology would of course be too much to 
expect), they try and cloud the original issue by moving on to wider matters. More 
worryingly, and not content with misleading the public in their first statement, Mr 
Bruzon and the GSLP now attempt to cover up their mistakes with even more 
untruths. This is not an accusation that Government makes lightly but rather one that 
we are happy to substantiate. 
 
Mr Bruzon now says that “the response by Housing Minister Fabian Vinet to the 
comments made by Shadow Minister Charles Bruzon has completely missed the 
point and thrust of the argument.” The general public may recall that the whole point 
and thrust of Mr Bruzon’s initial press statement was that the creation of the Medical 
A+ category in the Housing Waiting Lists was “a gimmick”, “a propaganda exercise” 
and that “this new category has not solved anything”. Fabian Vinet replied to Mr 
Bruzon and explained that in actual fact, out of the 36 persons who made up the 
Medical A+ List, all but ten either had been offered flats but had yet to sign the 
tenancy agreements or had voluntarily and out of personal choice expressed a 
preference to wait for flats in Albert Risso House or the new rental estate. Mr Vinet 
further explained that the remaining ten applicants already had ten specific flats 
earmarked. In other words, rather than the Minister for Housing having “completely 
missed the point and thrust of the argument”, as Mr Bruzon says, the Minister for 
Housing has specifically dealt directly with the point and thrust of Mr Bruzon’s untrue 
allegations. Government suspects, instead, that what Mr Bruzon may actually be 
unhappy about is that his original statements have been factually proved to be wrong 
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and that he has been exposed as a politician who despite wishing to come across as 
sincere, caring and holier-than-thou, is more preoccupied with scoring political points 
than with the truth.  
 
Charles Bruzon, after having been told that 20 applicants on the Medical A+ List have 
indicated their desire to wait to be rehoused at Albert Risso House for senior citizens 
or the new rental estate and that they do not want to be rehoused elsewhere, 
describes this simple fact as “absurd”. He then has the audacity to state: “The reality 
is that these people are waiting because they have to.” That is not true. Government 
cannot understand how Mr Bruzon is incapable of accepting a simple statement that 
everyone else in Gibraltar has no difficulty in comprehending. These 20 ladies and 
gentlemen have CHOSEN to wait. They simply do not want to accept any flat that 
becomes available before the completion of Albert Risso House or the new estate. 
Those applicants on the Medical A+ List (as indeed those on any waiting list) who 
have offers for either Albert Risso House or the new rental estate are given the clear 
and 100% voluntary choice of accepting a current flat or waiting. Some choose to 
accept whichever suitable flat is currently available from existing housing stock. 
Others prefer to wait and have clearly indicated that desire, notwithstanding their 
medical categorisation. Mr Bruzon knows this because it has been explained to him 
in Parliament. He therefore purposely misleads the public yet again when he states 
that these applicants are forced to wait for Albert Risso House or the new rental 
estate. Government totally and unconditionally rejects Mr Bruzon’s statement as a 
total lie.  
 
Finally, Mr Bruzon says that Fabian Vinet will come to regret the reply that he has 
given “because this means that in order to get information that was not given in 
Parliament all that I [Mr Bruzon] have to do is come out with press releases criticising 
his policies.” Charles Bruzon has been in politics long enough to know that at 
Parliament’s Question and Answer sessions, Government provides to the Opposition 
the information that is specifically requested by the Opposition. It is not the purpose 
of Parliament for Government to volunteer random bits of information that the 
Opposition has not thought it necessary, desirable, appropriate or important enough 
to ask for. Mr Bruzon specifically asked to know how many applicants are medically 
recommended (giving a breakdown of their medical category) and how many had 
been removed from the various Medical Housing Lists because a suitable dwelling 
had been found for them. All the information requested, including detailed 
breakdowns, was provided by Mr Vinet. If Mr Bruzon wanted more details, all he had 
to do was ask for them. If Mr Bruzon is now implying that the Minister for Housing has 
chosen not to divulge in Parliament information formally requested, he should have 
the guts to say this clearly. The Government strongly condemns Charles Bruzon’s 
attempts to hoodwink people into believing that he was not given all the details he 
asked for. This proves, once more, that the dishonest and opportunistic Mr Bruzon 
and the GSLP simply cannot be trusted.  
 

 


